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The lease of Queensland’s electricity grid is a huge opportunity 
to bring down the cost of power while paying for new 
infrastructure across Queensland. 

That’s why Queensland’s peak business groups have 
joined together to commission this research, showing 
the community the high costs and low productivity of 
the electricity grid under public sector operation. 

This arm’s-length research has been commissioned 
from global consulting firm EY, and has been funded by: 

•	 Infrastructure	Partnerships	Australia;	

•	 	The	Chamber	of	Commerce	&	Industry	 
Queensland	(CCIQ);	

•	 The	Australian	Industry	Group	(Ai	Group);	and	

•	 The	Property	Council	of	Australia.	

Together, we have invested in this research because the 
status quo is harming Queensland’s small businesses 
and households through higher electricity bills. 

This new research shows that inefficient public sector 
operation has, over the past 15 years:

•	 	Increased	customer	network	charges	by	140	per	cent;

•	 	Driven	nearly	90	per	cent	of	the	increases	in	
customer	power	bills;

•	 	Meant	Queensland’s	electricity	is	37	per	cent	more	
expensive than it should be, costing the average 
Queensland family $570 more each year.

These findings show clearly that public operation of the 
grid has failed consumers. 

But the case for the lease of the grid goes further. 

Queensland’s high public debt has already seen the 
loss of the AAA credit rating – and leaves Queensland 
with no options to pay for new infrastructure. 

The lease of the grid will reduce state debt by $25 
billion and save Queensland $1.3 billion in annual 
interest charges on its debt. 

The lease of the grid will also give Queensland the 
money it needs to invest in growth infrastructure to 
support the economy and community. 

For these reasons, the Queensland business 
community unequivocally supports the lease of the 
poles and wires. 

We hope that this report will help Queenslanders to 
better understand this complex but fundamentally 
important issue. 
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